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"The chance of living from 25 to 45 is rather in favour of English 
women. The violent deaths of men on the rivers and the sea-coasts, in 
mines, in the streets, in travelling, in their dangerous occupations, the 
mental agitations and anxieties, terminating, unhappily, sometimes in 
suicide — the accumulation of workmen in ill-ventilated shops, or the 
hard exhausting work of the agricultural labourer, independently of 
war and service in unhealthy climates, counterbalance the dangers and 
sorrows of child-bearing." 

It might be, perhaps, as well here to state, that in comparing the 

mortality of London with England and Wales generally, the deaths 

in*the latter include the heavy fatality experienced by all its cities and 

towns, together with the metropolis. Consequently these results do 

not show the comparative value of life for London and the country. 
***** 

In the present essay I have endeavoured to show the difference in 
mortality between the metropolis and England and Wales. In another 
I propose to point out the diseases principally concerned in producing 
this effect, and likewise the tendency of civilization to promote their 



On the Statistics of Places of Worship in Englan dand Wales, founded on a 

Table compiled by the Rev. T. Blisse. By Rev. E. Wyatt-Edgell. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 15th December, 1851.] 

The object of this article is to show, first, the number of churches or 
chapels belonging to each denomination of Christians in England and, 
Wales at the present time; and, secondly, how, in each denomination, 
they have increased during the last quarter of a century. The autho- 
rities from which it is compiled are the various Yearbooks, Manuals, 
Almanacs, and Magazines, of the different denominations of Protes- 
tants, the Roman Catholic Directory, and the evidence given by 
E. Baines, Esq., before the Church-rate Committee of the House of 
Commons in 1851. 

I. It is computed that there are, in England and Wales, 28,290 
churches and chapels, distributed amongst the various sects as follows: — 



Denominations. 



1. The Established Church, which has.... 

2. The Presbyterians.... 

3. The Independents 

4. The Baptists 

5. The Wesleyan Connexion 

6. The Wesleyan New Connexion 

7. The Primitive Methodists 

6. The Wesleyan Methodist Association 
9. Bible Christians 

10. The Calvinistic Methodists 

11. Lady Huntingdon's Connexion 

12. The Unitarians 

13. The Quakers 

14. Various minor Protestant sects 

15. Roman Catholics 
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Chapels. 
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From the above table, it appears that the places of worship belong- 
ing to Protestants are 97*89 per cent., and those belonging to Roman 
Catholics 2*11 per cent, of the whole number; and that of the former 
a fraction more than half (viz. 50*55) belong to the Established 
Church, the rest to Protestant dissenters. 

II. It is a gratifying fact, that among Christians of every 
denomination the numbers of the places of worship have considerably 
increased during the last quarter of a century. The ratios of their 
increase will be seen by the following table : — 



In 1831, the Established Church had 11,825 churches and 

chapels; it has now 14,000; showing an increase of.... 2,175 

In 1831, the Independents had 1,840 chapels; they have 

now 2,572 ; showing an increase of 732 

In 1831, the Baptists had 1,201 chapels; they have now 

1,943 ; showing an increase of 742 

In 1831, the various bodies of Methodists had 3,911; 

they have now 7,908 ; showing an increase of 3,997 

Of the Roman Catholic chapels, the number in 1831 is 
not exactly known ; they were in 1825, 375 ; they are 
now 597 ; showing an increase (in 26 years) of 222 
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The increase of the places of worship amongst the Presbyterians, 
Unitarians, Quakers and other minor sects, cannot be given, because 
the statistics are wanting in most of them previous to 1840. But as 
they have all much increased since the last-mentioned date, we cannot 
err in assigning to them the same average rate of increase which 
prevails among other Protestants, which is as follows: — 

Increase of Protestant churches and chapels during 20 years, 

from 1831 to 1851 (exclusive of minor sects) 7,646, or 40-7 per cent. 

Increase of Roman Catholic chapels in 26 years, from 1825 

to 1851 222, or 59-20 percent. 

Number of Protestant places of worship which have been 

built since 1831, as compared with the Roman Catholic 

places of worship which have been built since 1826 .... 34 to I. 

Besides the above-mentioned churches and chapels, which, as a 
matter of course, are exclusively devoted to purposes of Christian wor- 
ship, it is computed by Mr. Baines that there are 7,474 " stations," 
that is to say, schools or hired rooms, in which prayer-meetings are 
held and the gospel is preached by Evangelical Dissenters. The 
grounds for this computation, as well as for most of the figures con- 
tained in the first of the foregoing tables, may be seen in his evidence 
before the Church-rate Commission of 1851. 

It must also be mentioned, that, of late years, the practice has 
become common for clergymen of the Church of England to read and 
explain the scriptures, and to join in prayer with their parishioners, on 
certain evenings of each week, at school-rooms, or, still more frequently* 
at cottages situated in hamlets remote from the parish church. But 
no statistics- exist on which to ground even a conjecture as to the 
number of these services. 



